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Using VELC Test® Scores

to Predict New TOEIC® L&R Test Scores:
Do We Need to Update Our Prediction Formula?

SHIZUKA Tetsuhito

Abstract

This study examined the current formula for predicting TOEIC® L&R scores from the
VELC® Test scores, using a post-2016 data set, i.e., scores on the revised TOEIC® Test. A total
of 112 L1-Japanese university students sat for the VELC Test® administered sometime between
December 2019 and March 2020. They either had a known post-2016 TOEIC® score or sat for
the TOEIC® Test on the same day that they took the VELC Test®. Their predicted TOEIC®
scores computed by the formula from a regression analysis of a pre-2016 data set (i.e. based on
the “old” TOEIC®) were compared against their actual TOEIC scores. The results indicate that
the VELC Test® continues to predict post-2016 TOEIC® scores to the same satisfactory extent
as it did pre-2016 TOEIC® scores, meaning that there is no need to update the current
prediction formula. Meanwhile, the discrepancies between the actual and the predicted
TOEIC® scores turn out to correlate weakly but positively with the predicted TOEIC® scores,
indicating that the predicted scores tend to be lower than the actual scores toward the high end
of the score spectrum and higher than the actual scores toward the lower end of the score

spectrum.
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